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10 WQUB Member Communiqué

The second semester of the newly offered Quincy
University’s broadcast practicum is underway at

WQUB. As the program continues, ten new students
have joined for the spring semester, bringing the total up
to twenty-one students that WQUB is training with
hands-on experience.

The broadcast practicum is designed to provide practical
experience in the broadcast
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benefit them in getting a job after graduation. Broadcasters
have become increasingly less willing to hire employees
that they will spend time and money on training on the job.
Another benefit for the students is understanding their voice
and what they can do with it. As a radio professional, you
have to learn your voice and what works best for you.”

“Our communication students tremendously enjoy their
experience at WQUB,” says Travis Yates, Instructor of
Communication. “Many of them

field in which students assist “ i . . :

WOUB emplovess i sovera The goal of the course will glways be begin producing radio shows or news
areas of the radio station. The  Tocused on the student experience and programs by the end of their first
goal is to prepare students to giving them a real-world feel for semester. Quincy University is

be on-air talents, reporters,
board operators, news
anchors, producers, or play-by
-play announcers. This learning process is heavily de-
pendent on a student’s ability to take criticism and learn
from mistakes.

broadcasting.”

WQUB staff members Andy Ruzicka and Jim Lenz
provide the hands-on training for the students. Andy
Ruzicka says, “I am teaching the students microphone
etiquette, editing audio, board work, and how to
assemble a music show. Eventually, as they progress,
they could possibly be learning play-by-play at Quincy
University sporting events.”

Ruzicka continues, “Any experience students can
acquire with technology currently used in radio will

extremely fortunate to have a
teaching tool as valuable as WQUB

- Andy Ruzicka "
on our campus.

WQUB and Quincy University are in agreement that, as the
practicum is relatively new, it will naturally grow and be
modified along the way. “We will have to assess this course
once we have facilitated it for a year to really get a grasp on
what we should change in the future. We have learned
some things from the first semester that have evolved,

such as balancing our schedules with the students and how
we assess abilities and assist in assigning a grade to stu-
dents,” states Ruzicka.
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I was Quincy born and raised, a Quincy High School
graduate. After graduating high school | joined the
military and served eight years of active duty in the
Air Force. This included assignments in Anchorage,
Alaska, Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, and Spokane,
Washington.

My first introduction to the “blues” was during my time
spent in Alaska through random album purchases at
the military base store and my
enjoyment in listening to them.

I have always been a music lover
and even was a drummer as a
five-year member of the Flying

the 1970s.

After serving in the Air Force | set-
tled down in North Idaho, and lived
there until 1995. When my father
became terminally ill with cancer and was given a
six-month survivability diagnosis, | decided it was
time to move back to Quincy to spend time with my
father and family and have been here ever since.

I have been blessed to have met my now wife of ten
years, who ironically | never met prior, but also
graduated from QHS the same year as me.

In the summer of my first year back in town, my older
brother and | were looking for something to do on a
weekend and discovered the Mid-Mississippi Muddy
Water Blues Bash being held at Washington Park.

I was immediately hooked. | talked to some of the
volunteers at the event and was asked to get
involved in the organization that had just been
started, The Mid-Mississippi Muddy Water Blues
Society.

| started to attend the meetings, learned more about
the blues, traveled to see live blues performances at
clubs and other festivals and began to build my
music collection. The more | listened, the more

| discovered my passion for blues music. | realized
that | had already been a blues lover through classic
rock that | had enjoyed over the years, as it is very
much rooted in the blues, or even just jazzed-up
blues tunes.

“Each program features
several styles, ranging from
early acoustic, to soul blues, to
Dutchmen Drum & Bugle Corpsin - early and modern electric from
Chicago to the
Mississippi Delta.”

By 2000, | had become the Blues Society President,
and in that year we decided to break ties with the local
promoter of the Bluesfest and produce the festival on
our own. This is when the festival changed the name of
the event to The Quincy Area Blues Fest.

I’'m not sure of the exact timing of this, but at one of our
monthly meetings, the WQUB Station Manager
attended one of our meetings and asked if anyone in
our society had a blues music
collection and if they would be
interested in putting together a local
blues music show on WQUB.

Immediately everyone in the room
pointed at me. | told the station
manager that | had no experience in
doing radio work, though | had a
passion for the music and some
experience behind the microphone,
having been a wedding reception DJ for several years.
He told me he would teach me what | needed to know
to accomplish this, and we proceeded from there.

Jerry pictured above with one of his favorite modern blues
artists, Larry McCray, at the 2008 Quincy Area Blues Fest.

The show was called The Mid-Mississippi Blues Hour.
Every week | came to the station with a line-up of
music, a stack of CDs and a script for the show. | would
record the voice tracks (with some coaching) and
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then the student interns put the final show together. | did
this show for about two and a half years.

When the WQUB Station Manager moved on to a new job,
| took about a year and a half break from being a host on
WQUB. At that point | approached Mick Freeman and
asked him if | could bring back the Blues Show to the
station. The show returned as Blues-Time!

Now | put the show together from start to finish in my home
recording studio. Blues-Time! has now been on the air for
over two years. Blues-Time! is my opportunity to share the
music | love with WQUB listeners. | also enjoy showcasing
the diversity of the blues genre. Each program features
several styles, ranging from early acoustic, to soul blues, to
early and modern electric from Chicago to the Mississippi
Delta.

| ask you, WQUB members, to give Blues-Time! a listen on
Friday nights at 9pm or Sunday nights at 6pm.
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“The goal of the course will always be focused on the
student experience and giving them a real world feel for
broadcasting. Students who took the first semester really
enjoyed the course. We will look to continue to develop the
voices and technology skills this semester,” concludes
Ruzicka.

Become a fan!
Find us at WQUB 90.3 FM.

By becoming a fan of WQUB on Facebook you will have
access to our newest Program Guide, receive program
updates, be notified of upcoming events and can join in a
discussion.

You can start a discussion and hear from other WQUB
members and easily communicate with us to let us know how
you think we are doing.



