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    Partners for a Sound Future 
 

   Chair, Fine Arts & Communication  &  Associate Prof essor of Communication  

  Written by Barb Schleppenbach  

watch our students flourish as future producers of    
media,”  Yates says.“The addition of Culver-Stockton 
students will only enhance the program by opening the 
door for additional teamwork and collaboration between 
both students and faculty of QU and CSC.” 

�
Public radio excels at building bridges, and this year 
WQUB is launching an initiative that crosses the 
mighty Mississippi to benefit both student  
broadcasters and area listeners. 
 
Building on a successful tradition of hands-on training 
at the station, the Quincy University Communication 
program is collaborating with colleagues at Culver-
Stockton College to engage students at the two 
schools in experiential learning at WQUB. The  
practicum program will offer qualified students from 
both institutions the opportunity to learn and explore 
broadcasting in a studio setting on QU’s campus. 
                                                                                
The practicum course will be taught by Marifaith 
Mueller, a 2006 graduate of QU who has served as a 
graduate assistant at WQUB and at Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville, where she completed     
studies for her master’s degree. At SIU-E, Mueller 
supervised the online student radio station; she has 
also taught in the Quincy Public Schools and at John 
Wood Community College. 

Returning to WQUB as an instructor “felt like coming 
home,”  Mueller says.“At first I was nervous, but all of 
my knowledge acquired here as a student came 
flooding back, and I truly realized how much I belong 
in this career.” 

In planning the practicum, Mueller has conferred with 
Culver-Stockton Communication faculty members 
Tyler Tomlinson and Joy Daggs, and with Travis 
Yates, who created the QU television broadcast  
practicum. Faculty members at both schools are  ex-
cited about the potential impact of this new           
opportunity for strengthening the  educational       
experience. 
   
“As a faculty liaison between the QU Communication 
department and WQUB, it has been my pleasure to  
 
 

Pictured above, left to right: Marifaith Mueller, W QUB; Travis 
Yates, QU Communication Program; Joy Daggs, Culver-
Stockton Communication Program; Tyler Tomlinson, Cu lver-
Stockton; Mandy Vinzant, WQUB; Bob Weirather, WQUB  

According to Mueller, planning for the practicum has 
helped her to identify the aspects of radio broadcasting 
that require the highest levels of proficiency and to  
emphasize those in guiding the students.“ It’s not just 
about putting music on the air,”  she explains.“Radio 
broadcasting is an art that you can continually          
improve. I look forward to helping the students as they    
explore the field and find areas that they are            
passionate about.” 

...continued on Page 3 



 

 

 
WQUB has recently expanded its news lineup with 
the addition of Here and Now an energetic news 
magazine produced by WBUR/Boston and distributed 
by Public Radio International.  

Hosted by Robin Young, Here and Now combines 
the best in news journalism with incisive               
conversations that range from public policy to       
science and technology. Each hour-long program 
also boasts special features on the arts and culture. 
Here and Now  began airing in May midday, following 
the addition of Classical 24. 
 
Here and Now is a superb addition to our news 
lineup," says Station Manager, Bob Weirather. “Robin 
Young is an experienced journalist whose drive and 
enthusiasm are positively infectious, and I'm         
confident our very discerning audience will love her." 
 
For one energetic hour each weekday, Here and 
Now combines the best in news journalism with    
intelligent, broad-ranging conversation to form a    
fast-paced program that updates the news from the 
morning and adds important conversations on public   
policy and foreign   affairs, science and technology, 
and the arts: film, theater, music, food and more. The 
guest roster boasts such notables as Professor Anita 
Hill, actor and director John Malkovich, authors     
Isabel Allende, Jonathan Safran Foer, Marilynne 
Robinson, "The Wall Street Journal's" John Harwood, 
jazzman Sonny Rollins and  actress Jane Fonda.  

 
Robin Young brings over 25 years of eclectic broadcast 
experience to her role as host of Here and Now. She is a 
Peabody Award-winning  documentary filmmaker and has 
been a correspondent for the Discovery Channel, CBS, 
ABC, and for several years was substitute host and        
correspondent for the "Today" show on NBC. Young may 
be best known to the 
Boston audience for her 
part in launching the 
popular Evening   
Magazine on WBZ-TV                  
in the mid-'70s, and for 
her television profiles 
on WNEV-TV in the mid
-'80s. For the past   
decade, she's also 
been producing and 
directing                
documentaries.  
 
Here and Now is      
produced by WBUR/
Boston and distributed 
nationally by Public  
Radio International. It is 
made possible in part by Mathworks, Harvard University, 
ReMax of New England and Verso Advertising. 
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Here and Now,    
a strong  

addition to WQUB 

New local program starting in September 
Airing in the evenings 

Romance by the River is a new, locally  
produced evening show that will begin airing 
Monday through Friday and will repeat on   
Saturdays and Sundays, in the evenings.  
 
Romance by the River will be hosted and  
produced by Marifaith Mueller. This talk/music 
show will feature the best loved music of the 
past 60 years, along with book reviews, poetry, 
interviews, and real-life stories about love, life 
and relationships. Let Romance by the River 
help you unwind at night and kindle romance 
between you and the one you love.  
 
Marifaith Mueller is a 2006 Quincy University 
Communications graduate and is currently   
writing her master’s thesis in Mass Communi-
cations. Her main passions in life include radio, 
swimming, and dogs. She lives in Quincy with 
her husband Stephen and their three dogs – 
Tiras, Javan, and Asher. She loves the       
challenges that radio broadcasting provides 
and is proud to be a part of WQUB Radio. 

 WQUB Radio Practicum Concluded...  

Drawing on her experiences as a student          
broadcaster, Mueller has set some ambitious        
objectives for the practicum participants. “My desire 
and goal for them is to be able to learn and           
experience things that they wouldn’t get anywhere 
else,”  Mueller says.“I hope to broaden their minds, 
so to speak, and show them that there’s so much 
more out there in radio then just music.                               
 
“I hope that the students will 
come out of the practicum 
knowing things that they can 
take with them into the real 
world. WQUB is an amazing 
opportunity to truly prepare the students for work in a 
radio broadcasting position. They will get to work with 
some of the best technology in the area and hope-
fully take the skills they learn and put them to use.” 
 
Mueller adds that a benefit for loyal WQUB listeners 
will be the increasingly polished quality of the student 
programming hour.  In addition, “more planning, 
thought, and skill will go into the production of the 
student shows. I hope that the students can leave the 
class and be proud of their work. And hopefully, they 
will come back as student interns and continue  
to increase and expand their knowledge and         
expertise within radio broadcasting.”                                      
 
 

Culver-Stockton and QU Communication faculty 
members look forward to increased opportunities for 
students to cover local news and to provide a voice 
for communities on both sides of the river. Their            
brainstorming sessions have already yielded ideas 
for future projects, and they welcome suggestions 
from WQUB listeners as well. 
  

“The public nature of WQUB 
instills in students a continued 
sense of community and ser-
vice that Quincy University and 
Culver-Stockton College strive 
to represent,” Yates comments. 

 
This new broadcast bridge across the Mississippi is 
just the most recent example of the commitment of 
WQUB to enriching the lives of area residents by  
linking them with the best in national programming 
and providing a forum for their information and      
interests.  It will also build a path to the future of   
public radio by preparing a generation of tech-savvy   
students to strive toward high quality, professional 
values, and a mission of service to the audience and 
other communities in which they live. 

 
 

 
 

“...a benefit for loyal WQUB listeners will be the 
increasingly polished quality of the student      
programming hour.” 
  - Marifaith Mueller  

PAGE 3 

 Questions? Comments?    Other ways to stay in the loop  

If you have questions or comments 
don’t hesitate to contact us. We always 
welcome your feedback.  
 
Please direct your feedback to:  
 
Maureen Hill 
217.228.5410 EXT 4006 
hillma@quincy.edu  

Become a fan of WQUB on Facebook or follow us 
on Twitter at: “WQUB 90.3 FM”. 

WQUB adds some romance to the evening 


